Low-income need

help preparing taxes

By LORRAINE SWANSON
Stall Writer
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Paloma Reyes was an ac-
counting major at DePaul Uni-
versity when a representative
from the Center for Economic
Progress visited the campus re-

eruiting volunteers to help Jow- |

income families and individu-
als file their tax retumns.

“She did a wonderful job
and told us how many people
in Chicago don't file their taxes,
notbecause they dorft want to,
but because they can't afford
it,” Reyes said. “I thought it
sounded exciting and was an
opportunity 1o give back to the
community and learn some-
thing new"™

Although Reves ended up
switching her major to com-
munications, she stayed on asa

‘who come to get their taxes
done are all very gratefil and
very nice”
volunteers for its tax sites at
Truman College and the North
Side Credit Union in Uptown,
and at Loyola Park in Rogers
Pa:k. Volunbeers help by
I taxes ctroni
ﬁ:rqunhﬁedluw—m‘nedmm
about four hours a week at a
center tax site of their choosing.
The center operates tax sites
from Jan. 26 through April 15.
training and certification
through the Internal Revenue
Service on a flexible schedule.
The Center for Ex 3

FREE TAX

From Jan. 26 through
April 15, free tax filing serv-
ices for low-income families
and individuals will be
available at these sites:

o Truman Collage, 1145 W. Wilson
Ave, 530 to B pm. Monday
through Thursday; 10 am. io 1
pm. Satunday

w North Side Credit Union, 1011 W_
Lawrence Ave, 530 1o 8 pm.
Tuesday

m Loyola Park Fieid House, 1230 W.

Greenleaf Ave., 10am. to 1 p.m.
Saturday

£330
ect in 1994, the center has re-
tl.l.medmmmﬂlmwm

“But there are over 1.5 mil-
mmmisvaa-

- said

-~ Households earning under
$40,000 annually are eligible to
receive the free tacpreparation
service. Those who qualify are
often unaware of earmned in-
ocome tax credits and other ben-
efits that they can claim on
their refurns. This year, a mar-
ned couple with two children
earnung under $40,000 annual-
Iy who file jointly can receive
uptoﬂ?wmeammommmx
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famlhes and individuals
through direct services, public
education and advocacy, start-
ing with tax season.

“We try to help people make
the most out of tax season and
their tax refunds,” said Rolan-
do Palacios, director of Tax Ser-
vices, who also started outas a
volunteer tax preparer. “For a
lot of our clients, it's the biggest
sum of money they've received
in years. Clients are mostly
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ices. These loans are high-in-
terest, shm'll.erm cash ad-

amount of the customer’s tax

call Megan manager
of Volunteer Services, at (312)
G30-0244.
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